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Significant Iogistic Developrents in Fast Chirs

Recort developments in East Ching indisate that the Chinese Communists have
ths lopistic eapability for operatiomal suprort of the new girfields presertly
undsr construction on the mainland opposite Formosa, The rapidity with whieh
the airfields are being constructed is itself indicetive of & subsbaniizl
logistic capability in the srea, HMoreover, there is evidence that both the
waterborne and road transport capabilities of the Chirese Commnists are con—
timuing o inorease,

The rapid rate of construction of these fields, each of which is favorably
located for waterborme supply, has been made possible to a considerable extent
by large~scale swployment of small boat traffic {observed in aerial photozraphy)
in the movement of construction materdals, River and coastal craft now moving
construction materials could also provide logdstis support vhen the flelds are
operatiomal, Swatow is already regularly served by goastiwise freighter runs
from Ganton snd regular Chinese coastal freighter cperations have recently been
initiated from Shanghal to Wenchow, which in turn may be used as a staging area
for transshipring supplies further south by smaller orafi, There has been in~
ereasing evidence of emall craft movements between Santuao and Loynan Bays and
the Min estuary, The frequengy of thesec movements indleates that a considerable
tonnage may presently be moving into the Foochow ares by ses, Hght mavigation
along the Peiling Pendnsula and into the Min estuary was reeently noted, and 1t
is possible that the Chinese Communists are moving mterials not only into the
Foochow area, bub also imto the Iung Tien and even the Shati airfislds under
sover of darkness,

April photography of major roads comecting Fukien with rear areas shows
that these lines of supply have mcelved extensive ilmprovements durding the
past two years and mow form a met of well=-engineered tew-way roads, capable of
sustaining heavy militavy traffie, Aferial photography further reveals that the
most resent road improvement effarts have been congentreted on bLridpe construe~
tion, congested area by-pusses, and on loocal access roads, serving key
installations or areas, Of particular significamee is the recently complsted
road from Foochow to Loyuan, whieh is currently being extended aeross the river
at loyuan {new bridge being constructed) to 2 beaching ares on the narth shore
of Loyuan Bay and north scross the peninsuls to a beaching sibe on the souwth
ghore of Santuso, Both Santumo and loyuan Beys are considered likely staging
areas both for amphibions operations and for supply movements into the Foochow
area, by small boatd and Ly trucks,

dren agsuming that the Chinsss Commnists would require a 50-day fuel
stookpiis on easch alrfield becoming opsrational, it is believed well within
their trensport capabllities to provide such stockpiles during the final stages
of eonstruction or within a very short time thereafter, ibreover, as Hantal
and Swatow become operatiomal, the availabllity of alr cover will make it easier
for the Chirese Communiste to supply thess fields and the other airfields now
wnder construction, The early completion of Rantel and Swatow, which tegether
with existing fields will provide air cover for the entire Chinsse coast between
Canton and Shanghal, mey well reflsct a deliberate pattern based in part on these
logistie considerations, It is believed, therefors, that each of the coastal
airfields could be mads operational alwost immediastely after completion of
esonstruction,
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